Indonesia’s

hen President Prabowo
Subianto, marking his
first year in office, an-

nounced that Indonesia’s long-
anticipated national car would be
launched within three years, he
was invoking a powerful symbol of
industrial pride, sovereign control
and collective aspiration.

Yet behind that symbolism lays
a difficult question: Is a nation-
al car truly a pathway to devel-
opment, or merely an expensive
emblem of misplaced industrial
ambition?

As economist Ha-Joon Chang
(2002) reminds us, every advanced
industrial nation once nurtured
infant industries behind pro-
tectionist walls. But Chang also
warns that protection without
productivity is mere nostalgia.
The true test is whether protec-
tionism translates into competi-
tiveness, whether nationalism can
evolve into capability.

This is precisely where previous
attempts such as Timor and Esem-
ka faltered. They relied on patriot-
ic rhetoric rather than industrial
discipline. A national car can be a
symbol of sovereignty but without
technological mastery, it remains
a hollow symbol, a flag without a
factory.

Today’s automotive landscape
is one of consolidation, not frag-
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national car dream: Symbolism or strategy?

mentation. The formation of Stel-
lantis NV in 2021, as a merger
between Fiat Chrysler Automo-
biles NV and Groupe PSA, epito-
mizes the scale of integration re-
quired to survive. The same logic
drives alliances such as Toyota-
Suzuki, Honda-Sony and Volkswa-
gen-Ford on electric vehicles and
autonomous platforms.

As Michael Porter argues in
The Competitive Advantage of Na-
tions (1990), national competi-
tiveness depends less on isolation
than on how firms are embed-
ded within networks of industries
and international clusters, a view
that anticipated today’s complex,
cross-border value chains.

In this context, Indonesia’s pur-
suit of a self-contained national
car seems strategically outdated.
Even Hyundai and Toyota no lon-
ger exist as self-sufficient enti-
ties, but as nodes in a global web
of shared platforms, technologies
and capital flows.

The contrasting stories of Ma-
laysia’s Proton and South Korea’s
Hyundai underscore a deeper les-
son. Proton, once hailed as a sym-
bol of national pride, was sustained
through state protection and emo-
tional appeal but never achieved
technological independence, and
eventually required foreign rescue
through China’s Geely.
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Hyundai, in contrast, succeed-
ed through what Alice Amsden
(1989) described as the discipline
of a “learning by doing” devel-
opmental state, one where gov-
emnment intervention fostered
technological learning and ex-
port competitiveness rather than
permanent protection. South Ko-
rea’s developmental model relied
not merely on nationalism but on
discipline, skill accumulation and
strategic global integration.

Symbolism, as history shows,
cannot substitute for strategy.

Development economist Dani
Rodrik (2007) argues that nations
should pursue not self-sufficiency
but self-determination in shap-
ing their productive structures,
tailoring industrial policy to local
capabilities and constraints.

The point is clear: Indonesia does
not need to own a brand; it needs

to command the technologies that
determine future mobility.

True sovereignty lays in func-
tional mastery, the ability to de-
sign, produce and control critical
components such as EV batter-
ies, powertrains and automotive
chips. In this sense, a domestically
branded but imported car would
be less “national” than an Indone-
sian-made inverter or battery cell
that powers the world’s EVs.

If Indonesia aims to emulate
the development model of Ma-
laysia’s Proton, it must accept
eventual foreign absorption. If it
seeks to follow the South Korean
or Viethamese models, it must
invest deeply in R&D, technical
education and industrial cluster-
ing. The most rational alternative
may not be a national car at all but
a national mobility ecosystem: an
integrated system of sustainable,

accessible and locally engineered
transport solutions.

Mariana Mazzucato emphasizes
in The Entrepreneurial State (2013)
that government should not only
correct market failures but also
create markets through mission-
oriented innovation. If the Prabo-
wo administration seeks genuine
technological sovereignty, it must
view industrial policy not as pro-
tectionism but as mission-orient-
ed investment that is coordinated,
long-term and innovation-driven.

Rather than subsidizing a na-
tional brand, the country could
channel resources into strate-
gic nodes of the EV supply chain:
battery manufacturing, rare earth
material refining, semiconduc-
tor production and electric drive-
train systems. These are the in-
dustries that define 21*-century
competitiveness.

Porter’s framework of value
chain advantage also supports
this approach: National prosper-
ity depends less on owning final
brands and more on dominating
high-value segments of global
production. For Indonesia, the EV
ecosystem offers precisely such an
opportunity.

A coherent industrial strategy
for Indonesia must therefore be-
gin not with a badge or a logo, but
with the supply chain itself. The
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government should concentrate
on developing strategic value
chains, especially in EV batteries,
anode and cathode materials and
power electronics. This approach
will build high-value capabilities
and long-term export strength.

Equally important is fostering
a robust ecosystem of world-class
local suppliers by offering targeted
incentives for tier 1 manufacturers
in tooling, plastics and automotive
electronics to establish facilities
within the country. Strategic joint
ventures and contract manufactur-
ing arrangements could serve as
vehicles for sustained technology
transfers rather than short-term
assembly gains.

Indonesia should also embrace
niche specialization, focusing on
segments that reflect genuine do-
mestic needs such as commercial
vehicles, rural transportation sys-
tems, agricultural equipment and
military logistics. These markets
provide real volume, steady de-
mand and opportunities for local
innovation.

At the same time, incentive
structures should be redesigned
to reward technological learn-
ing and upstream value creation,
not merely superficial compliance
with local content rules.

Continued on page 11

Militarism, top-down policy
muddle Prabowo’s first year: CSIS

Military role in civil affairs puts vulnerable communities at risk

Gembong Hanung

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta

President Prabowo Subianto’s
first year in office was marked by
increasing military involvement
in the public space and heavy re-
liance on top-down policymaking
that undermine public participa-
tion and accountability in imple-
menting his programs and poli-
cies, analysts have said.

During an event on Wednes-
day, researchers from Jakar-
ta-based think tank the Centre
for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS) presented their
assessment of the administra-
tion of Prabowo and Vice Presi-
dent Gibran Rakabuming Raka
one year after they took office in
October 2024.

Growing militarism was a com-
mon criticism of the adminis-
tration in the past year, which
exposed the government’s nor-
malization of increased military
roles in civilian affairs, CSIS poli-
tics and social change researcher
Nicky Fahrizal said.

He noted the military’s pres-
ence in some of the President’s
programs, such as the food estate
initiative and free nutritious meal
program.

The rising role of the military
in civilian affairs became evident
after the massive restructuring
within the Indonesian Military

(TNI) in August, when Prabowo
established six new Army region-
al commands (Kodam), 14 Navy
regional commands (Kodamal)
and three Air Force regional com-
mands (Kodamau). The President
also established dozens of terri-
torial development brigades and
battalions.

“But such policies were rushed,
[...] showing declining meaning-
ful public participation,” Nicky
said.

Those who bear the conse-
quences of the military pres-
ence in the country include
communities that are deemed
vulnerable, the researchers said,
including those who live in Pap-
ua, where years of armed con-
flict between Indonesian securi-
ty forces and Papuan separatists
has taken place.

One year on, Prabowo has con-
tinued to weigh in on deploy-
ing military forces to resolve de-
cades-long conflict, sidelining
local dialogues and other peace-
ful mechanisms, said CSIS senior
researcher Vidhyandika Perkasa.

He added that physical devel-
opment would not cure the con-
flict in Papua, while increased
military operations would only
worsen social frictions and rights
violations. Prabowo, Vidhyandika
went on to say, has so far repeated
past mistakes by failing to address
the root causes of the conflict.

“Don’t focus solely on physi-
cal development,” he said at
Wednesday’s event, “because the
root problem lies in political trust
and participation.”

Top-down dominance

Prabowo’s first year as Indo-
nesia’s president also saw grow-
ing central government domi-
nance in implementing programs
with limited participation from
either local administrations or
the public.

CSIS deputy executive director
for operations Medelina K. Hen-
dytio pointed out the brouhaha
surrounding Prabowo’s flagship
programs, such as the free nutri-
tious meal program or the Seko-
lah Rakyat (community schools)
initiative, through which the
government offers free boarding
schools to children with parents
from the poorest 10-percent of
households in the country.

The goals of such initiatives
are commendable, but Medelina
argued the programs focus solely
on achieving large and quantified
targets set by the central govern-
ment, without considering infra-
structure and budget constraints
faced by local officials.

“With such top-down poli-
cies, the gap between what has
been planned by the central gov-
ernment and what has been im-
plemented in the regions is too

large,” she said.

The free meals program was
first rolled out in January and
has reached at least 36 million
schoolchildren, pregnant women
and nursing mothers nationwide
with more than 1 billion portions
served. The government is tar-
geting 83 million beneficiaries by
year-end.

However, the rollout has been
marred with operational flaws,
leading to thousands of recipi-
ents suffering from food poison-
ing across the archipelago. Pub-
lic pressure for the government
to at least suspend the program
for thorough evaluation has been
growing, but Prabowo’s adminis-
tration insists on continuing the
free meal distribution.

The central government’s
dominance in controlling ma-
jor state projects is coupled with
ongoing power consolidation un-
der Prabowo, which is primarily
aimed at supporting his policy
initiatives, CSIS senior researcher
Arya Fernandes said.

Prabowo’s ruling coalition
holds over 80 percent of the seats
in the House of Representatives,
with only the Indonesian Demo-
cratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P)
standing outside the grouping.
The President has also assem-
bled a cabinet with more than
100 members, making it the larg-
est in decades.

Myanmar scam center raid sends

Agencies

Bangkok/Jakarta

More than 600 people fled one
of Myanmar’s most notorious
scam centers and crossed into
Thailand, a Thai provincial offi-
cial told AFP on Thursday, after
a military raid on the compound.

Sprawling compounds where
internet fraudsters target people
with romance and business cons
have thrived along Myanmar’s
loosely governed border during its
civil war, sparked by a 2021 coup.

Ahighly publicized crackdown
starting in February saw around
7,000 workers repatriated and
Thailand enact a cross-border
internet blockade.

But an AFP investigation this
month revealed construction
has continued apace, while Star-
link internet service receivers
have been installed en masse,
seeming to connect the hubs to
the Elon Musk-owned satellite
network.

Sawanit Suriyakul Na Ayut-
thaya, deputy governor of Tak
province on the Myanmar bor-
der, told AFP “677 people fled
from the scam center” KK Park
in Myanmar across the Moei riv-
er into Thailand as of Thursday
morning.

“Immigration police and a mil-
itary task force have worked to-
gether to provide assistance un-
der humanitarian procedures [...]
and they will undergo screening,”
Sawanit said.
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Crackdown: Members of Myanmar’s military stand on Monday next to Starlink devices seized during a
raid on the KK Park online scam center in Myawaddy in Myanmar’s Kayin State. SpaceX has cut service
to more than 2,500 Starlink devices at Myanmar scam centers, a company executive has said.

He added the process will al-
low authorities to determine if
individuals are victims of hu-
man trafficking, and if not, they
may be prosecuted for illegal
border crossing.

While some scam workers are
clearly trafficked into often for-
tified compounds, experts say
others go voluntarily with hopes
of earning more in the multibil-
lion-dollar illicit industry than
they can at home.

The Tak Provincial Adminis-
tration office, which oversees the
area, said in a statement that the
group entering from Myanmar

comprised “foreign nationals”—
both men and women—and au-
thorities expected more to cross
into Thailand.

Conned out of billions

The Indonesian Embassy in
Yangon reported that around 20
Indonesians had “successfully
crossed into Thai territory via
the Moei River” as of Wednesday
evening, citing a report by Thai
authorities to the Indonesian
Embassy in Bangkok.

Earlier, the embassy said
around 75 Indonesians were
among the hundreds of peo-

ple who fled the complex on
‘Wednesday morning.

The transnational scam in-
dustry has ballooned in South-
east Asia in recent years, with
thousands of scammers involved,
experts say.

Victims in the wider region
were conned out of up to US$37
billion in 2023, according to a
United Nations report.

Thailand’s deputy finance
minister Vorapak Tanyawong re-
signed on Wednesday following
allegations linking him to cyber-
scam operations based in neigh-
boring Cambodia.

Harvest ceremony

Antara/M Risyal

Hidayat

Kenyah Dayak people perform the Hudoq dance on Thursday at

the opening of the Mecaq Undat Cultural Festival in the Pemung
Madung customary house in Sungai Bawang cultural village, Muara
Badak, Kutai Kartanegara, East Kalimantan. The Mecaq Undat is a
traditional ceremony held to welcome the rice harvest season as an

expression of gratitude.

RI stands ground on Israel ban
after Olympic hosting rebuff

Radhiyya Indra

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta
Indonesia has reasserted its com-
mitment to develop national
sports and participate in inter-
national games, despite the In-
ternational Olympic Committee
(I0C) excluding the country from
hosting future Olympic Games
following a decision to ban Israeli
gymnasts from participating in a
competition in Jakarta.

Earlier this month, the gov-
ernment announced its deci-
sion to deny visas for Israeli ath-
letes expected to compete in the
537 World Artistic Gymnastics
Championships held this week
in Jakarta, citing Israel’s military
offensive in Gaza that has killed
over 67,000 Palestinians.

Youth and Sports Minister Er-
ick Thohir said the decision re-
flected Indonesia’s principle of
“maintaining security, public or-
der and public interest” in every
international event held in the
country. The commitment stems
from the 1945 Constitution that
calls for the government to en-
sure world order based on free-
dom, peace and social justice.

“We understand the decision
has consequences, where as long
as Indonesia cannot accept Isra-
el’s presence, the [OC has decided
that Indonesia can’t host world
championships as well as Olym-
pic events, Youth Olympic Games
or other activities under the
Olympic umbrella,” the minister
said in a statement on Thursday.

But the minister insisted the
government would remain com-
mitted to preparing a blueprint
for national sports development.

Indonesia would also “contin-
ue to play an active role in vari-
ous sporting events in Southeast
Asia, Asia and the World”, Erick
said, “so that Indonesian sports
can become an ambassador and
areflection of the nation’s prow-
ess in the eyes of the world.”

Erick issued the statement
after the executive board of the
10C, of which Indonesia is a
member, decided to cut off any
form of dialogue with Indone-
sia’s National Olympic Com-
mittee (NOC) about staging
future Olympic Games, until
the government gave an assur-
ance it would accept athletes of
all nationalities.

-
/]

g

kemenpora.go.id

Youth and Sports Minister
Erick Thohir

The 10C also urged all inter-
national sports federations not
to permit Indonesia to host any
sporting events following its de-
cision against Israeli athletes.

“These actions deprive ath-
letes of their right to com-
pete peacefully and prevent the
Olympic Movement from show-
ing the power of sport,” the IOC
executive board said in a state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

The government announced
its decision to deny Israeli ath-
letes visas to enter Indonesia
on Oct. 9 following moves from
politicians and Muslim groups to
bar the Israeli athletes from tak-
ing part in the upcoming artistic
gymnastic competition.

The Israel Gymnastics Fed-
eration immediately appealed
the decision at the Court of Ar-
bitration for Sport (CAS), which
rejected the motion last week.

A week after the government
announced the denial of Israe-
li athletes’ visas, the I0C ex-
pressed its concern about the
ban on entry.

In a statement on Oct. 18, the
committee made clear its prin-
cipled position that all eligible
athletes, teams and sports offi-
cials must be able to participate
in international sports compe-
titions and events without any
form of discrimination from the
host country.

It cited the Olympic Charter
and principles of nondiscrimi-
nation, autonomy and political
neutrality that govern the Olym-
pic Movement as the basis for
its principle.

Indonesia has long shown in-
terest in hosting the 2036 Sum-
mer Olympics. Last year, then-
president elect Prabowo Subianto
and Erick, whowas then the state-
owned enterprises (SOEs) min-
ister, met with I0C president
Thomas Bach in France to talk
about the potential for the coun-
try hosting the games.



The Jakarta Post

GENERAL NEWS

FRIDAY October 24, 2025

11

Athletes welcome new LPDP sports scholarship

Scholarship reserved for active,

Radhiyya Indra

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta

Athletes have welcomed the new
Endowment Fund for Education
(LPDP) scholarship sports pro-
gram reserved for active and re-
tired athletes across the country,
highlighting the importance of
sportspeople to also pursue high-
er education.

The state-sponsored scholar-
ship LPDP, managed by the Fi-
nance Ministry, has earlier this
year opened the new scholarships
for Indonesian athletes, allowing
them to have more opportunity
in pursuing scholarships for mas-
ter’s or doctoral degrees at home
or overseas.

The scholarships are divid-
ed into two pathways: those for
athletes or former athletes who
have won international sporting
awards and those for any ath-
letes or sports personnel who
pass a similar standard of grade
per average (GPA) and English
test score as the general LPDP
scholarship.

“We will give our fellow ath-

letes, who spent most of their
time hard at work in sports to win
the Olympics, Asian Games, SEA
Games or other regional compe-
titions, an ‘affirmation’. That is, a
[looser] standard of their English
fluency and GPA,” LPDP presi-
dent director Sudarto said on Oct.
9 in Bogor, West Java.

“Just imagine [the absurdity]
of these athletes winning com-
petitions like the Olympics and
then being asked about their
GPA, when they already propped
up the nation’s name [by winning
the sports tournaments],” he said.

Sudarto later said on Wednes-
day that the program has seen a
favorable interest, with 105 appli-
cants for the achievement award
pathway and 85 for the other
pathway.

A total of 60 applicants com-
bined from the two pathways are
currently entering the final in-
terview process that runs until
November.

During its launch in July, Sud-
arto said the new program is in-
troduced to reach beyond just
“winning medals”, but also about

retired athletes looking to pursue higher education
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Sports scholarshlp: Education, Science and Technology Ministry
secretary-general Togar M. Simatupang (right), Presidential Chief of
Staff acting deputy III Syska Hutagalung (center) and Deputy Youth
and Sports Minister Taufik Hidayat speak to journalists on Wednes-
day after the launch of the 2025 Outstanding Athlete Scholarship at
the Education, Science and Technology Ministry in Jakarta.

establishing a foundation for the
country’s sports industry through
skilled coaches, sports scientists
and a solid ecosystem.

Athletes across various sports
branches have shared the senti-
ment, with some of whom show-

ing interest in applying them-
selves, such as rowing athlete Nur
Annisa Solehah from Bandung,
West Java.

Nur said she would want to
pursue a master’s degree in phys-
iotherapy or sports management

through the LPDP program.

“Despite my career trajectory,
I'm very keen to continue high-
er education because sports sci-
ence is also very important,” the
20-year-old told The Jakarta Post
on Wednesday.

Nur, who has won silver and
bronze medals in the Regional
Sports Week (Porda), said her cur-
rent undergraduate study at the
sports physical training depart-
ment at Indonesia University of
Education (UPI) in Bandung has
taught her valuable lessons be-
'yond rowing’s practice.

“When we train someone, we
cannot just give random pro-
grams. We also have to be aware
of the athlete’s anatomy and how
we would handle their injuries,”
she added.

Gold-winning Paralympic bad-
minton player Leani Ratri Ok-
tila described the scholarship as
“a very good step” to bolster the
country’s sports industry.

“Sports studies can improve
athlete performance, because I
have experienced it myself. I feel
more confident when I train and

compete accompanied by experts
in such fields,” said Leani, who
just undertook her doctoral study
after winning gold in mixed dou-
bles and silver in women’s singles
at the Paralympic Games in Paris,
France last year.

Meanwhile, 24-year-old soft-
ball athlete Adji Gilang said he
is also interested in pursuing the
sports scholarship as he want-
ed to juggle both “a sports ca-
reer and other conventional work
roles” in the future.

“This could be the first step to
fix the country’s sports system
because athletes not only need
financial support, but also educa-
tional support,” Adji told the Post
on Wednesday.

“Itis a fact that we all have our
prime years [for being an athlete
and that does not last forever].”

A proposal from the Youth
and Sports Ministry for a long-
delayed athlete pension fund
has recently gained steam at
the House of Representatives,
with many athletes endorsing
them for a more secure future in
sports careers.

Self-reflection
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Avisitor examines artworks at the Posko Visual 2025 International Poster Exhibition at the Malang
Creative Center in Malang, East Java, on Thursday. The exhibition features approximately 600
posters from 35 countries, including China, Malaysia and Switzerland. The theme of the exhibition,
which runs until Sunday, is “Life balance, self-reflection, security and back to nature”.

Gibran completes first year in largely symbolic role

Continued from page 1

It was only in July that Gi-
bran was finally given a specif-
ic assignment from the Presi-
dent, which is to oversee the
acceleration of development in
Papua, the country’s eastern-
most region, which is resource-
rich but among the country’s
most impoverished regions.
Even so, the special assign-
ment has sparked speculation
that Gibran is being pushed
away from Jakarta’s power cen-
ter to the sidelines, with ana-
lysts saying that Papua’s com-
plex issues cannot be solved
without real commitment and
hands-on involvement.

Political analyst Adi Prayitno
said Gibran’s role as vice presi-
dent had vyet to have a signifi-
cant impact, noting that he has
mainly been visible in ceremo-
nial events and several official
visits, but the public has not

seen his involvement in strate-
gic policy-making.

“Unlike previous vice presi-
dents such as Jusuf Kalla, who
focused on economic affairs,
or Ma’ruf Amin, who special-
ized in the Islamic economy,
Gibran’s policy focus is still
ambiguous,” Adi said, noting
that although Gibran has men-
tioned youth empowerment
and industrial downstreaming,
there has been no visible im-
plementation.

Despite being left out of the
government’s decision-making,
Gibran has continued the sig-
nature blusukan of his father,
former president Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo, visiting tradition-
al markets and rural areas to
check on the implementation
of government key programs,
including Prabowo’s free meals.

Lili said the move appeared
to be a strategy to maintain Gi-
bran’s political visibility ahead

of the 2029 presidential elec-

tion, noting that these visits
helped Gibran burnish an im-
age of being close to the peo-
ple and grounded in grassroots
realities.

“I think the purpose is to re-
main perceived as approach-
able and connected with the
people,” he added.

State Secretary Prasetyo and
special staffer to the Vice Pres-
ident, Tina Talisa, did not re-
spond to a request for a com-
ment from the Post about
whether Gibran’s role was de-
liberately limited.

Gibran has previously said he
remains committed to carrying
out the President’s agenda.

“As the President’s assistant,
I will ensure that his vision and
flagship programs, including
food self-sufficiency, are im-
plemented effectively,” he said
during a visit to a corn harvest
in South Sumatra last month.

Prabowo, Lula stress South-South links

Continued from page 1

“As active voices of the Global
South, we also discussed key is-
sues on the international agen-
da. Indonesia and Brazil are two
nations determined to claim
their rightful place in a world or-
der that is undergoing profound
change,” Lula said.

“We want to be more inde-
pendent, and we reject a second
Cold War. We want free trade, us-
ing our own currencies if possi-
ble. [...] We want multilateralism,
not unilateralism. A democratic
trade, not protectionism,” the
Brazilian president continued.

Further  discussions  on
strengthening  Indonesia-Bra-

zil relations will take place on
the sidelines of this weekend’s
ASEAN Summit, Lula said, where
he is expected to attend as a
guest of the regional bloc.

Lula’s visit took place after
Prabowo hosted South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa on
Wednesday, who was on a similar
stopover before also heading to
Malaysia for the regional summit.

Prabowo’s talks with Rama-
phosa, also a BRICS leader, simi-
larly highlighted the sentiments
of strengthening South-South
cooperation, with a focus point-
ed particularly at the upcoming
G20 meeting in Johannesburg in
November.

The flurry of high-level visits to

Jakarta ahead of the ASEAN Sum-
mit reflects Indonesia’s growing
presence on the international
stage, said international relations
expert Dafri Agussalim from Gad-
jah Mada University (UGM), with
world leaders showing greater in-
terest in strengthening coopera-
tion with the country.

“The visits reflect Indonesia’s
larger role and the increased in-
ternational aspiration for Jakarta
to take up more space. This has
come amid our heightened en-
gagement in various issues, in-
cluding Palestine,” Dafri said.

‘With plenty of opportunities to
be seized, the analyst called for a
thoughtful strategy as Indonesia
seeks a higher global profile.

Mixed marks for govt handling
year of turbulent trade

Continued from page 1

“Indonesia’s bargaining posi-
tion could have been stronger if
the approach had been a bit more
patient and more coordinated on
a regional level. [...] Indonesia
has to place trade deals in a long-
term strategic framework, not
just respond to short-term pres-
sures,” Darmawan said.

Similarly, Andalas University
economist Syafruddin Karimi told
the Post on Thursday that “grant-
ing big concessions too soon”
ended up eroding Indonesia’s
bargaining power.

Blessing in disguise

Despite the bleak global out-
look because of increased protec-
tionism, both Darmawan and Sy-
afruddin see a silver lining, as the
tariff pressure has created a sense
of urgency for countries to diver-
sify trade ties.

Acase in point is the finalization
of negotiations on the Indonesia-
European Union Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(IEU-CEPA), which began back in
2016 and was marred by deadlocks
and missed deadlines.

Meeting European Commis-
sion President Ursula von der

Leyen in July, Prabowo paved the
way to move the negotiations to
the finish line, with an accord
signed in Bali in September and
ratification expected to happen
by the end of next year.

Darmawan said the US tar-
iff barrage made both sides “re-
alize” that the agreement had to
be finished immediately, as Euro-
pean countries sought to secure
new trade partners and Indonesia
“emerged as a strong candidate
thanks to its economic stability
and big market potential”.

“Credit has to be given [to the
government], although it’s not to-
tally new. The conclusion of the
TEU-CEPA was a result of long, in-
tra-administration work that ulti-
mately reached its final stage now.
Prabowo’s government made use
of the political momentum and
global situation, which incentiv-
ized the conclusion of the long-
delayed deal,” Darmawan said.

Syafruddin said the US tariffs
introduced a new urgency, “but
the I[EU-CEPA finalization was
born out of strategic interests
that have been solidifying” as the
EU wanted to diversify its supply
chains and secure critical miner-
als, while Indonesia needed to tap
into a high-standard market and

Indonesia’s national car dream:
Symbolism or strategy?

Continued from page 2

Finally, no industrial policy
can succeed without a foun-
dation of research and inno-
vation. Building a network of
R&D facilities, testing centers
and university-industry col-
laborations would transform
the national car project from a
political promise into a devel-
opmental mission. This, more
than the pursuit of a symbolic
brand, would make Indonesia
a serious player in the global
mobility transition.

Ultimately, Indonesia per-
haps does not need a national
car; it desperately needs na-
tional capability. As Amartya
Sen (1999) reminds us, devel-
opment is the expansion of
capabilities, not possessions.
If the nation can master mo-

bility technologies, such as
batteries, systems and digital
logistics, it will have achieved
self-reliance in substance, not
symbol.

Indeed, a more ethical use
of public funds would be to
invest in systems that expand
people’s skills and accelerate
green transportation, instead
of financing a vanity project
of industrial nationalism.

The true national car for
Indonesia should be sustain-
able national mobility: an in-
tegrated network of electric
public transportation, logis-
tics systems and local inno-
vation hubs. If achieved, this
would not only affirm Prabo-
wo’s claim that “we are a great
nation”, but also prove that
greatness lies in competence,
not slogans.

Rights groups slam proposal to name
Soeharto national hero

Continued from page 1

“If this proposal moves for-
ward, the Reform movement
could potentially end at the
hands of Prabowo’s administra-
tion,” Usman said, adding that
it would be the greatest betray-
al of the people’s mandate since
1998, which led to Soeharto
stepping down from office.

The late president has been
accused of stifling freedom of
expression and silencing oppo-
sition through incidents such
as the 1965-1966 mass killings,
the so-called “mysterious kill-
ings” in the 1980s and the May
riots of 1998.

In 2023, the administra-
tion of then-president Joko
“Jokowi” Widodo recognized
these events as among a dozen
gross human rights violations.

Activist Dimas Bagus Arya
of the Commission for Miss-
ing Persons and Victims of Vio-
lence (Kontras) denounced the
inclusion of Soeharto in the list
and said the decision displayed
President Prabowo’s “tone-
deaf” administration.

“We have called for the gov-
ernment to side with the vic-
tims of state violence and gross
human rights violations. But it
seems like this regime has ulti-
mately closed its door to pub-
lic participation and only seeks
to benefit a small group,” Di-
mas told The Jakarta Post on
Thursday.

Dimas said there was a clear
“systematic political effort to
push for the national hero ti-
tle to be bestowed on Soeharto,
who was the former father-in-
law of President Prabowo”.

Usman of Amnesty further
urged the government to drop
Soeharto from the list of nom-
inees, saying that his inclusion
“ignores the suffering of the
victims and their families, who
have yet to receive justice”.

Saifullah did not immedi-
ately respond to the Post’s re-
quest for comments, but he has
previously defended the pro-
posal for Soeharto to become
a national hero, saying “no one
is perfect”.

“Soeharto, Gus Dur and the
other proposed names all have
inherent weaknesses and short-
comings. Why? Because they
were human, and were prone to
errors,” he said in April.

Minister Fadli said on Tues-
day that he hoped the list would
be finalized by Nov. 10, National
Hero Day, kompas.com reported.

draw investment.

He went on to say that the gov-
ernment deserved “recognition”
for signing not just the IEU-CE-
PA but also the Indonesia-Cana-
da CEPA (ICA-CEPA) within the
same week.

“These steps show a neat ex-
ecution, merging negotiation
technique that went on for years
with punctual political deal-mak-
ing” and preparing Indonesia to
move on to the implementation
stage, Syafruddin said.

The government also wrapped
up negotiations for a free-trade
agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union in June, which
Prabowo announced following a
bilateral meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Jakarta also seeks to jump-
start negotiations for a preferen-
tial trade agreement with South
America’s Mercosur this year but
signaled that the ball was now in
the court of the bloc, which con-
sists of Argentina, Paraguay, Uru-
guay, Bolivia and Brazil.

In a visit to Jakarta on Thurs-
day, Brazilian President Luiz In-
4cio Lula da Silva said he and
Prabowo had “agreed to acceler-
ate the negotiations” before Lu-
1a’s term ends in December.
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